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Catherine Doherty of Madonna House, in her book Soul of my Soul, describes community as follows. 
“The greatest and most fundamental community is the Trinity who dwells in our hearts from the day of 
our baptism.  You touch the Trinity within you.  You extend one hand toward God and the other toward 
your brothers and sisters. That is community.”   

The Pembroke councils last year did a great job at extending their hands to the homeless and poor in 
the community by the collection of socks, food, personal care items and by feeding those through drop-
in centres, soup kitchens and food banks.  Our councils have also extended their hands to their sisters 
and brothers in Canada and overseas through different organizations that help the poor and suffering, 
namely, Canadian Food for Children, Save a Family Plan, Habitat for Humanity and Canadian Red 
Cross. Many of our parish councils have extended their hands towards their Indigenous brothers and 
sisters by supporting various organizations that help the Indigenous in their communities.   

The National CWL theme for this year is “Care for Our Common Home” with the focus on Water.  The 
Provincial Council is focusing on water conservation.  They have a list of ways we can conserve water 
on their website and I know that you can probably add several more ways to the list. I have included a 
copy of the list in the Presidents folders.  

Our diocesan president Carmel put out a Water Challenge at the Spring Meeting asking us to bring our 
donations to this convention in support of Water First, an organization currently dedicated to working 
with First Nations communities to provide safe drinking water. The purpose of the organization is to 
educate and train members of the Indigenous communities to supply and maintain their own drinking 
water resources.  Several of these First Nation communities are in our province. More information on 
the Water First organization can be found on their website “waterfirst.ngo”. 

Another way in which we can be “community” is by extending our hands in an initiative called “Velma’s 
Dream”.  This program is a partnership between the Catholic Women’s League and the Catholic Near 
East Welfare Association (CNEWA).  Our support can be through our prayers for Holy Land Christians 
and for peace in the Middle East; by learning about the struggles of Christians in the Holy Land by 
visiting www.cnewa.ca; by going on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land with the CWL and CNEWA (more 
information on this can be found on the CNEWA web site) and finally by making a donation to CNEWA 
on the National Voluntary Fund Remittance Form and enclosing a cheque made payable to the CWL 
and sent to the National Office.  If a receipt is required, your donation can be sent directly to CNEWA 
here in Ottawa. The address is 1247 Kilborn Place, Ottawa, On, K1H 6K9. There are several pamphlets 
with further information about this program on the table at the Community Life display. 

Betty Colaneri, Chairperson of the Centenary Committee has tabled a 2019 project called H.U.G. an 
acronym for Helping, Understanding, Giving in which she is asking members to put together care 
packages for distribution at women’s shelters.  She suggests putting the items into anything as small as 
a cosmetic bag or as large as a back pack. The goal is to have 2,019 packages to commemorate the 
project year.  I have included copies of the information on this project in your Presidents folders. 

I encourage all councils to continue in supporting your local parishes, towns, province and overseas 
communities by extending your hands out to help and by living Catherine’s definition of community in 
whatever way you are able.  

And, be sure to read Marie Rackley’s article in the Winter 2019 issues of the League magazine under 
Community Life titled “Listen in Silence….”   

Respectfully submitted, Joan Kelly 

http://www.cnewa.ca/

